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THRIVE

BUILDING HEALTHY CALVES 
FROM BIRTH TO WEANING.

EVERY GREAT 
COW STARTS AS 
A HEALTHY CALF

The first 12 weeks of life determine 
the future productivity of every 
replacement heifer. 

The development of the digestive tract, 
immune system, and rumen during this 
period has a lasting impact on: 

•	 Daily liveweight gain 

•	 Feed conversion efficiency

•	 Disease resistance 

•	 Weaning success 

•	 Future milk production 

•	 Lifetime profitability

A calf is born with an undeveloped rumen. 
During the first weeks of life, it depends 
almost entirely on milk for nutrition, while 
its digestive and immune systems are still 
maturing. OptiGuard™Thrive has been 
developed to support calves through this 
critical period, helping them transition 
from milk to solid feed while establishing 
a healthy digestive system. 

WHY GUT HEALTH  
COMES FIRST 

More than 70% of the immune system is 
associated with the gastrointestinal tract. 
A healthy digestive system helps calves 
digest nutrients more efficiently, utilise calf 
starter more effectively, maintain stronger 
immunity, grow more consistently, and 
better prepare for weaning. 

Our multi-functional gut health 
programme replaces basic 
vitamin supplements to directly 
address common farmer 
problems such as scouring 
calves, poor starter intake, 
slow rumen development, and 
weaning stress. 
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TRACE ELEMENTS  Formulated per 5g dose:

Zinc  
(10mg)

Crucial for immune function, enzyme activation, 
and maintaining healthy cellular structures.

Copper (Organic)  
(2.5mg)

Vital for iron metabolism, immune response, and 
connective tissue development.

Cobalt (Organic)  
(0.25mg)

Essential for rumen microbes to synthesise Vitamin 
B12, heavily supporting energy metabolism.

Iodine  
(0.3mg)

Necessary for thyroid hormone production, which 
regulates basal metabolic rate and early growth.

Selenium  
(0.1mg)

A powerful antioxidant that works synergistically 
with Vitamin E to protect cells from oxidative 
stress and tissue damage.

VITAMINS  Formulated per 5g dose:

Vitamin A  
(1000 IU)

Supports eye health, immune system, growth, 
and epithelial tissue integrity. 

Vitamin D3  
(500 IU)

Supports bone growth, calcium metabolism, 
and skeletal development.

Vitamin E  
(20mg)

Supports immune function, antioxidant 
protection, and muscle health.

Vitamin B1  
(2mg)

Supports energy metabolism, nervous system 
function, and appetite. Vitamin B1 deficiency 
occurs when calves have insufficient thiamine 
(Vitamin B1). Younger, often pre-ruminant 
animals initially get their thiamine from milk, but 
their rumen bacteria sometimes do not produce 
sufficient thiamine when weaning. Another cause 
of deficiency is the presence of thiaminases - 
enzymes that can be ingested or produced by gut 
bacteria - which cause thiamine deficiency by 
destroying it or hindering its function. Ingested 
sulphur can also play a role in thiamine deficiency. 

EVIDENCE-BASED ACTIVE INGREDIENTS

OptiGuard™ Thrive lets the digestive tract flourish with billions of good bacteria. It features targeted active 
microbials and postbiotics backed by extensive scientific research to enhance calf health and development.

1. SACCHAROMYCES CEREVISIAE 
FERMENTATION PRODUCTS

Included as a functional calf additive (SmartCare) to support 
healthy calf development during the early stages of life. 
Clinical research demonstrates the profound value of 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae postbiotics in bovine health: 

•	 Respiratory Health & Immunity: Supplementing with S. 
cerevisiae fermentation products lessens the severity of 
viral-bacterial coinfections (such as BRSV and Pasteurella 
multocida) by reducing lung pathology and promoting 
metabolic changes that favour healthy development 
(McDonald et al., 2021).

•	 Growth & Efficiency: Feeding these fermentation products 
to Holstein calves significantly improves post-weaning 
average daily gain and feed efficiency, while reducing the 
need for post-weaning respiratory treatments (Klopp et al., 2022).

•	 Pathogen Resilience: During periods of digestive stress, 
such as a Salmonella enterica challenge, S. cerevisiae 
supplementation improves starter intake and promotes 
more solid faecal consistency (Harris et al., 2017). Overall, these 
postbiotics exert vital immunomodulatory effects, stabilise the 
ruminal environment, and enhance epithelial barrier integrity 
(Chae et al., 2024).

2. CLOSTAT® SP (BACILLUS SUBTILIS PB6) 

A proven Bacillus subtilis probiotic that supports intestinal health 
by helping maintain a favourable balance of gut microorganisms. 

•	 Targeted Pathogen Inhibition: Bacillus subtilis PB6 offers 
proven protection against pathogens including Clostridia, 
Salmonella, and E. coli through the secretion of biocidal 
proteins and quorum quenching (Kemin Industries).

•	 Digestive Integrity: It supports gut integrity, helps maintain 
digestive health, and supports nutrient utilisation. 

•	 Clinical Outcomes: Encourages healthy manure consistency 
and actively reduces gut inflammation to prevent conditions 
like leaky gut. 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE: 

Designed to be added to milk and electrolytes to easily distribute to calves. 

•	 Standard: Add 5g per calf, per day to milk. 
•	 Stress/Recovery: In times of stress or recovery, add 10g per calf, per day to electrolytes or milk. 

ESSENTIAL TRACE ELEMENTS & VITAMINS

OptiGuard™ Thrive includes five trace elements and essential 
vitamins required to get your calves performing at their peak. 
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PHASED SUPPORT FOR THE FIRST 12 WEEKS

Building the Foundation: 

Supports early digestive health, 
establishment of beneficial gut 

bacteria, immune function, healthy 
appetite, and early growth. 

PRE-WEANING  
Maximising Growth: 

During this stage calves rapidly increase 
concentrate intake while the rumen 

develops. Supports gut microbial 
balance, nutrient digestion, feed 

conversion, and consistent growth.

WEANING  
Smooth Transition: 

Weaning is one of the highest stress 
periods in a calf’s life. OptiGuard™ Thrive 
supports continued feed intake, digestive 

stability, growth through the transition, 
and reduced weaning setbacks.

OptiGuard™ Thrive supports every stage

STAGE 1
0-3 WEEKS

STAGE 2
3-8 WEEKS

STAGE 3
8-12 WEEKS
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